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Administration of Donald J. Trump, 2017 

Statement on the Observance of Juneteenth 
June 19, 2017 

Melania and I send our warmest greetings to all those celebrating Juneteenth, a historic 
day recognizing the end of slavery. 

Though President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, news traveled 
slowly from Washington, D.C., to the southern states. More than two years later, on June 19, 
1865, Major General Gordon Granger stood on the Ashton Villa balcony in Galveston, Texas, 
to deliver the belated message of the then-deceased President: all slaves were free. 

Granger's astonishing words inspired soulful festivities and emotional rejoicing. Over the 
years, as freedmen and freedwomen left Texas, they took Juneteenth and its meaning with 
them. Today, we celebrate this historic moment in 1865, as we remember our Nation's 
fundamental premise that all men and women are created equal. 

On Juneteenth 2017, we honor the countless contributions made by African Americans to 
our Nation and pledge to support America's promise as the land of the free. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 

The White House, 
June 19, 2017. 

Categories: Statements by the President : Juneteenth. 

Names: Trump, Melania. 

Subjects: Holidays and special observances : Juneteenth; Slavery (historical) in U.S. 

DCPD Number: DCPD201700414. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-07-03T17:42:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




